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March 29, 2019 
 
Dear Participants in the Critical Issues Forum, 
 
Welcome to the 2019 Critical Issues Forum (CIF) Student-Teacher Conference in Monterey, 
California! It is my great pleasure to welcome the next generation of leaders in 
nonproliferation and disarmament, as well as dedicated teachers from Japan, Russia and 
the United States. This year, several local high schools in Monterey County, including all 
public high schools in the Salinas Union High School District, joined the CIF program for the 
first time. It is encouraging to have such a diverse mixture of global and local components in 
this education program. It is particularly important as we tackle what arguably is the world’s 
most pressing issue, the risks posed by nuclear weapons. 
 
I am pleased to hear that you have exerted yourselves studying this year’s CIF topic, 
“Nuclear Risk Reduction: Crisis Prevention in a Time of International Turbulence.” The 
continuing deterioration of the international security environment and relations among 
nuclear weapons states, most notably the United States and Russia, has heightened the 
risk of a new arms race. Most disturbingly, this dire situation has significantly increased the 
risk of nuclear weapons use – either intentionally, by miscalculation, or accident – to levels 
not seen before.  
 
Other regions of the world, including the Middle East, East Asia, and South Asia continue to 
pose nuclear threats. Tensions between the United States and North Korea, although eased 
during the past nine months, may well rise again following a disappointing summit in Hanoi.  
The US withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and its disavowal 
of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty are major setbacks for both 
nonproliferation and arms control.  
 
The cornerstone of the international nuclear nonproliferation regime, the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary in 2020. The 
2020 NPT Review Conference will be held at a time of increasingly acrimonious debates on 
nuclear disarmament, and the task of forging consensus will be a daunting one.  
 
In this turbulent time, disarmament and nonproliferation education for young people around 
the world has become increasingly important, and must receive greater attention. Last May, 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres launched an ambitious disarmament agenda, 
“Securing our Common Future,” with an aim to reinvigorate the disarmament process. He 
emphasized the importance of education: “More education and training opportunities should 
be established, in order to empower young people to be a force for change and 
disarmament.” We believe the Critical Issues Forum is contributing to the attainment of this 
goal.  
 
I am very happy that Dr. Jeffrey Lewis, Director of the East Asia Nonproliferation Program at 
CNS, one of the most prolific and creative authors in the field, is one of this year’s keynote 
speakers. As many of you know, his recent book The 2020 Commission Report on the 

http://www.nti.org/glossary/treahttps:/www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaty-on-the-non-proliferation-of-nuclear-weapons/ty-non-proliferation-nuclear-weapons/
http://www.nti.org/glossary/treahttps:/www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaty-on-the-non-proliferation-of-nuclear-weapons/ty-non-proliferation-nuclear-weapons/
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North Korean Nuclear Attacks Against the United States, has received enthusiastic reviews 
from many critics, and is already scheduled to be translated into many different languages 
including Japanese.  
 
I am also delighted to welcome Dr. Mona Dreicer, Deputy Director of the Center for Global 
Security Research at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory as our second keynote 
speaker. She is well known for her extensive work on nuclear nonproliferation, threat 
reduction, and verification.  
 
Since its inception in 1997, the CIF program has reached out to thousands of American 
Russian, and Japanese high school students and introduced them to a variety of timely 
nonproliferation and disarmament issues. I am pleased to see the project continue to inspire 
brilliant and deeply dedicated high school students like you from around the world.  
 
Throughout the past three decades, the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies 
(CNS) has dedicated itself to training the next generation of nonproliferation specialists at 
home and abroad, and has helped to raise global public awareness regarding weapons of 
mass destruction threats. The Critical Issues Forum has been an integral part of this 
educational effort and serves as an important and unique outreach program of the CNS. By 
involving a diverse group of young people in a discussion about nuclear disarmament, we 
hope to foster creative new solutions for a more secure and peaceful world free of nuclear 
weapons.  
 
My colleagues at CNS and I extend our sincere congratulations to each of you on your 
successful implementation of CIF projects. I hope you will make use of this unique 
opportunity to get to know students and teachers from around the world and build 
friendships that will contribute to deepen understanding across cultures. We are very proud 
of you and wish you the very best for a successful conference. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Professor William C. Potter 
Founding Director 
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies and 
Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar Professor of Nonproliferation Studies 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey 
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History of the Critical Issues Forum 
 

The James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) began its high school 
educational outreach effort in 1997 in order to meet the needs of nonproliferation 
education among the high school students, which was practically nonexistent. CNS 
initiated the Critical Issues Forum (CIF) in 1998 in partnership with the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory’s Science and Technology Education Program, and 
became the CIF project leader in 1999. The CIF aims to empower students to develop 
informed opinions and think critically about the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, terrorism, and other crucial international issues of the 21st century.  
 

1997-1998:  Terrorism in the Nuclear World 

1998-1999:  Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

1999-2000:  The Disposition of Nuclear Materials 

2000-2001:  Chemical and Biological Weapons 

2001-2002:  Missile and Missile Defense 

2002-2003:  Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East and South Asia 

2003-2004:  Nuclear Issues in Northeast Asia 

2004-2005:  Peaceful and Terrorist Use of Radioactive Materials 

2005-2006:  Nuclear Weapons and Nonproliferation 

2006-2007: Outer Space: The Next Frontier for Proliferation or Forum for Cooperation? 

2007-2008: Nuclear Renaissance: Benefits versus Risks 

2008-2009: Nuclear Disarmament: Challenges, Opportunities, and Next Steps 

2009-2010: Nuclear Nonproliferation: Global Opportunities and Regional Challenges 

2010-2011: Nuclear Energy and Nuclear Weapons in the Middle East 

2011-2012:  Nuclear Safety and Nuclear Security 

2012-2013: Toward a World without Nuclear Weapons: Progress, Prospects, and Challenges 

2013-2014:  Nuclear Nonproliferation: Global Opportunities and Regional Challenges 

2014-2015: Nuclear Disarmament: Humanitarian Approach 

2015-2016: Global Nuclear Vulnerability: Lessons for a More Secure and Peaceful World  

2016-2017:  Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and its Role for a world Free of Nuclear 
Weapons 

2017-2018: Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons: Achievements, Aspirations and 
Challenges Ahead 

2018-2019:  Nuclear Risk Reduction: Crisis Prevention in a Time of International Turbulence  
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Participating Schools 

 

U.S. 

Alliance Dr. Olga Mohan High School, Los Angeles, CA 

Choate Rosemary Hall, Wallingford, CT 

The Harker School, San Jose, CA 

International Polytechnic High School (iPoly), Pomona, CA 

Pacific Grove High School, Pacific Grove, CA 

Punahou School, Honolulu, HI 

Rock University High School, Janesville, WI 

Salinas Union High School District (Alisal HS, Everett Alvarez HS, North Salinas HS, 

Salinas HS), Salinas, CA 

York School, Monterey, CA 

 

Japan 

Hiroshima Jogakuin Senior High School, Hiroshima 

Kaisei High School, Tokyo (Remote Participant) 

Kansai Soka Senior High School, Osaka  

Kwassui High School, Nagasaki 

Soka Senior High School, Tokyo 

 

 

Russia 

Lyceum, Lesnoy 

School № 41, Novouralsk 

School № 164, Zelenogorsk 
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Agenda 
 

Critical Issues Forum 2019 Spring Student-Teacher Conference 

Nuclear Risk Reduction: Crisis Prevention in a Time of International 
Turbulence  

 
Irvine Auditorium, Middlebury Institute of International Studies 

 499 Pierce St, Monterey, CA 93940 
 

MCs: Sterling Halberstadt and Juliana Heritage 

(Pacific Grove High School, Pacific Grove, California, USA) 

 
Friday, March 29th  
 

8:30 — 9:00 AM Participants Arrive. Coffee and Tea served 
 
9:00 — 9:05 AM Opening of the Conference, Introduction of Participating 

Schools by MC’s 
 
9:05 — 9:10 AM Opening Statement by Masako Toki, Project Manager of 

the Critical Issues Forum, James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) 

 
9:10 — 9:20 AM Welcome Remarks by Dr. William C. Potter, Founding 

Director of James Martin Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies (CNS) 

 
9:20 — 9:30 AM Remarks from Dr. Jeff Dayton-Johnson, Vice President 

of Academic Affairs, and Dean of the Middlebury 
Institute of International Studies (MIIS) 

 
9:30 – 9:40 AM Remarks from Mr. Tomochika Uyama, Consul General 

of Japan in San Francisco, and message from 
Japanese Foreign Minister Mr. Taro Kono read by Mr. 
Uyama 

 
9:40 — 9:45 AM Video Message from Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu 
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Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for 
Disarmament Affairs, United Nations 

 
9:45 — 10:05 AM Presentation 1: The Harker School, San Jose, 

California, USA 
 “We Can’t Go On Like This: A Proposal for 

Deproliferation and an Analysis of the Current Nuclear 
State of the World” 

 
10:05 — 10:25 AM Presentation 2: School № 164, Zelenogorsk, Russia 

“US-Russian Cooperation Perspectives in Nuclear Risk 
Reduction” 

 
10:25 — 10:40 AM Break  
 
10:40 — 11:00 AM Presentation 3: Kansai Soka Senior High School, 

Osaka, Japan 
 “Heiwa Boke (Ignorance and Complacency)” 
 
11:00 — 11:20 AM Presentation 4: International Polytechnic High School 

(iPoly), Pomona, California, USA 
 “Taking Steps Towards a Better Future”  

 
11:20 — 11:40 AM Presentation 5: York School, Monterey, California, USA 
 “The Rise and Fall of the INF Treaty: A Continuation of 

Conflict Between the United States and the Russian 
Federation” 

 
11:40 — 11:50 AM Group Photo Session  
 
11:50 — 12:50 PM Lunch for participants at Holland Student Center, 

provided by CNS  
442-1/2 Van Buren Street Monterey, CA 93940 
#6 on this campus map: 
http://www.miis.edu/system/files/miis_campus_map.pdf 

 Interactive map: 
http://www.myatlascms.com/map/index.php?id=972#!s/
key=holland?m/189430 

 

http://www.miis.edu/system/files/miis_campus_map.pdf
http://www.myatlascms.com/map/index.php?id=972#!s/key=holland?m/189430
http://www.myatlascms.com/map/index.php?id=972#!s/key=holland?m/189430
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12:50 — 1:10 PM Presentation 6: Pacific Grove High School, Pacific Grove, 
California, USA 

 “Searching for Solutions to Reduce Nuclear Risk: An 
Analysis of Case Studies in International Diplomacy” 

 
1:10 — 1:30 PM Presentation 7: Soka Senior High School, Tokyo,    

Japan 
 “How Peace Education Contributes to Nuclear Risk 

Reduction” 
 
1:30 — 1:50 PM Presentation 8: School № 41, Novouralsk, Russia 
 “Iranian Nuclear Program in the Light of International 

Turbulence” 

 
1:50 — 2:10 PM Presentation 9: Salinas Union High School District, 

Salinas, California, USA 
 “Building Empathy Through Cultural Education” 

 
2:10 — 3:00 PM CIF High School Student Panel moderated by Jean 

duPreez, Senior Program Manager for Education and 
Training at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies, and with comments by David Bartoshuk, 
President, SAGA Foundation 

 Saloni Shah, The Harker School, San Jose, CA, USA 
 Raddin Ivanov, Choate Rosemary Hall, Wallingford, CT, 

USA 
Ellen Byrd, Hiroshima Jogakuin Senior High School, 
Hiroshima, Japan  
Igor Molvinskikh, School № 41, Novouralsk, Russia 
Daniel Regalado, Alisal High School, Salinas Union 
High School District, Salinas, CA, USA 
“The Role of Youth Education for Nuclear Disarmament 
and Nonproliferation” 

 
3:00 — 3:15 PM Break 
 
3:15 — 3:35 PM Presentation 10: Punahou School, Honolulu, Hawaii, 

USA 
“Possibility of a Non-Nuclear Future” 
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3:35 — 4:35 PM Keynote Speaker: Jeffrey Lewis, Director of the East 
Asia Nonproliferation Program at the James Martin 
Center for Nonproliferation Studies, with introduction by 
Jean duPreez  

 
4:35 — 4:55 PM Presentation 11: Hiroshima Jogakuin Senior High 
                                   School, Hiroshima, Japan 
 “Be an Investor in Our Nuclear Free World”  
 
4:55 — 5:15 PM  Presentation 12: Kaisei High School, Tokyo, Japan 

(remote participation via Zoom) 
 "Bridging the Two Ends of the Nuclear Spectrum" 
 
5:15 - 5:25 PM             Announcements and Departure  
 
6:00 PM Dinner for participants at Holland Student Center, 

provided by CNS  
442-1/2 Van Buren Street Monterey, CA 93940 
#6 on this campus map: 
http://www.miis.edu/system/files/miis_campus_map.pdf 

 Interactive map: 
http://www.myatlascms.com/map/index.php?id=972#!s/
key=holland?m/189430 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.miis.edu/system/files/miis_campus_map.pdf
http://www.myatlascms.com/map/index.php?id=972#!s/key=holland?m/189430
http://www.myatlascms.com/map/index.php?id=972#!s/key=holland?m/189430
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Saturday, March 30th 
 
8:30 — 8:55 AM Coffee and Tea served 
 
8:55 — 9:00 AM Announcements 
 
9:00 — 9:20 AM Presentation 13: Rock University High School, 
 Janesville, Wisconsin, USA 
 “Dialogue for Risk Prevention: Deliberating to Solve the 

Nuclear Weapons Crisis” 

 
9:20 — 9:40 AM  Presentation 14: Lyceum, Lesnoy, Russia 
    “Pathways to Global Nuclear Crisis Prevention” 

 
9:40 — 10:00 AM  Presentation 15: Alliance Dr. Olga Mohan High School, 

Los Angeles, California, USA  
“The Crisis in Kashmir: Envisioning Pathways toward 
De-Escalation” 
 

10:00 — 10:20 AM Presentation 16: Kwassui High School, Nagasaki, 
Japan   

 “What We Must Do Now” 
 
10:20 – 10:40 AM Presentation 17: Choate Rosemary Hall, Wallingford, 

Connecticut, USA 
 “Today’s Risks and What We Can Do About Them” 
 
10:40 — 11:10 AM     Panel Discussion by Master of Arts in Nonproliferation 

and Terrorism Studies Students:  
 Cameron Henderson, Amber Morgan, Jaewon Oh 
 “You are the Future: Nonproliferation and Disarmament 

Education” 
 
11:10 — 11:25 AM Break  
 
11:25 — 12:25 PM Keynote Speaker: Dr. Mona Dreicer, Deputy Director 

of the Center for Global Security Research at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
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12:25 — 12:35 PM Statement by CNS/MIIS alumnus, Mr. Michiru Nishida, 
Special Advisor for Arms Control, Disarmament and 
Non-Proliferation Policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Japan 

 
12:35 — 1:00 PM Awards Ceremony with remarks by Sarah Pattison, 

Founder of the Tom and Sarah Pattison Fund 
 
1:00 — 1:10 PM Closing Remarks: Elena Sokova, Deputy Director of 

James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies  
 
1:10 — 2:00 PM  Lunch provided by CNS for participants 
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High School Participants  

(in order of presentation) 

 

The Harker School 

San Jose, California 

https://www.harker.org/  

Teacher Eric R. Nelson 

Student Saloni Shah 

Student Andrew Lu 

 

We Can’t Go On Like This: A Proposal for Deproliferation and an 
Analysis of the Current Nuclear State of the World  

 
Our world in the 21st century continues to be shaped by the dangers of nuclear hostility. 

In this project, we first introduce the status of nuclear arsenals around the world and the 

role of that status in defining state policy. We then examine the past efforts for 

international cooperation and the obstacles that have prevented denuclearization. We 

subsequently propose a solution to foster a more connected and engaged community 

through education, youth empowerment, and diplomacy as a starting point for real-world 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.harker.org/
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School № 164 

Zelenogorsk, Russia 

http://gym.zelenogorsk.ru/  

Teacher Nelli Porseva 

Student Iana Novoselskaia 

Student Arina Mozzhelova 

 

US-Russian Cooperation Perspectives in Nuclear Risk Reduction 
 

The United States and Russia are the main players in the international disarmament 
arena as, according to the latest estimations, these two countries possess 92% of the 
world’s nuclear arsenals. Unfortunately, US-Russian relations are in crisis today, which 
impedes the process of nuclear disarmament. Even during our preparation for the 
conference, some important events happened. The United States and Russia should 
realize that the politics used in the years of the Cold War is unsuitable nowadays, in the 
time of international turbulence.  
 
Being the main nuclear powers, the United States and Russia can influence various 
spheres and other countries’ decisions, due to their participation in such international 
organizations as the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO), and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). Their efforts in the field of disarmament and nonproliferation can impact the 
nonproliferation climate hugely. 
 
In our presentation we are going to dwell on the following important aspects:  
 

1. Positive experience of US-Russian cooperation in the past 
2. Dangerous consequences of pursuing economic profit without evaluating the 

political impact  
3. Necessity of cooperation in the scientific sphere and using the atom for 

peaceful purposes  
4. Responsibility of scientists and countries developing nuclear programs  
5. Responsibility of humanity to the future generations for preserving the Earth 

and civilization  
6. The duty of nuclear weapon states to other countries in the nonproliferation 

regime  

  

http://gym.zelenogorsk.ru/
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Kansai Soka Senior High School 

Osaka, Japan 

http://www.soka.ed.jp/english/kansai/index.html 

Teacher Hiromu Nakamae 

Student Sayaka Amano 

Student Sakiko Ochiai 

 

Heiwa Boke (Ignorance and Complacency) 
 

CIF’s theme this year is “Risk Reduction.” We think that the highest “Risk” is not 
necessarily in the increasing power of nuclear weapons or in the increasing number of 
nuclear warheads, but in the hearts that accept the existence of "nuclear weapons."  
 
There is an expression in Japan called “fake peace.” This expression describes 
Japanese who are indifferent to issues of security and believe that the world is naturally 
peaceful without effort. The root problem in this “risk” of “risk reduction” is in the 
indifference, ignorance and complacency. It is in the perceived notion that “it does not 
concern me.” It may be that "risk" is common to any country and to anyone in the world. 

We want to take some kind of action that high school students can do in order to 

change the consciousness of people, to create peace, and achieve risk reduction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.soka.ed.jp/english/kansai/index.html
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International Polytechnic High School (iPoly) 

Pomona, CA 

http://www.ipolyhighschool.org   

Teacher  Christopher Anaya 

Teacher Sandra Hernandez 

Student Gabriel Calderon 

Student Marturia Yami 

 
Taking Steps Towards a Better Future  

 
It has come to our attention that the issue regarding weapons of mass destruction has 
been a back-to-back problem of concern about the potential risks and the aspects of 
nuclear proliferation. As students from International Polytechnic High School, we have 
taken up the challenge and task at hand to provide our visions and solutions to reduce 
nuclear risk and an eventual nuclear free world. Keeping that in mind, we have 
collectively agreed that to address these concerns, building trust between the nations 
should be the primary target as of now, because we can all denuclearize, but if we don’t 
trust each other, the feelings of mistrust can directly lead to re-nuclearization, defeating 
the end goal ultimately. By taking this vision/solution into consideration for nuclear risk 
reduction, we can most definitely collectively have more trust in the broader aspects 
regarding this issue. By building these relationships, we establish a better sense of 
communication as a united nation and it all comes down by creating the conditions 
necessary to evolve that sense of trust. Though the road ahead may be challenging, it’s 
all in taking those first steps to ensure that there's a possibility for a future, a future 
without nuclear weapons. 

  

http://www.ipolyhighschool.org/
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York School 

Monterey, CA 

https://www.york.org/index.cfm 

Teacher Alexis Giachetti 

Student  Annushka Veliko-Shapko 

Student Tom Liu 

 

The Rise and Fall of the INF Treaty: A Continuation of Conflict 
Between the United States and the Russian Federation 

 
In light of the fact that the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) was 
suspended as recently as this February, we decided that it would be instructive to 
reconstruct the treaty’s narrative, from its inception to its dissolution, in order that we, as 
a community of learners, can begin to reflect upon what lessons can be gleaned from its 
story.  
 
We begin with the signing of the treaty in 1987, when Ronald Reagan and Mikhail 
Gorbachev agreed to destroy ballistic missiles of the intermediate-range, shorter-range, 
and ground-launched cruise missile caliber. After pointing out some of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the treaty, we then narrate instances of non-compliance and attempts at 
reconciliation, particularly recently. Finally, we end with an update on the treaty’s current 
status, which is that both countries have suspended the treaty, and the U.S. declares it 
will withdraw in August. Furthermore, the U.S. has also begun work on new missiles.  
 
After reconstructing the narrative, we are left with three questions: 1. If the treaty were 
to be revisited in coming months, could the terms of the treaty be strengthened? 2. 
Could anything have been done to prevent the treaty’s dissolution? 3. Can anything else 
be done in the next four months to prevent its total collapse? In response to the first 
question, we point out that while the INF treaty has one of the most comprehensive 
nuclear weapon inspection clauses, air and sea-launched missiles should be included in 
the treaty if it is to be comprehensive. We also point out that this 1987 bilateral treaty 
did not account for the advent of new nuclear powers, and that this must be factored 
into future revisions. Finally, we point out that the INF relies on ‘good faith’ and mutual 
trust, suggesting that multilateral agreements with mechanisms of enforcement are 
needed as a backstop in volatile times. The second and third questions we leave open 
for reflection and discussion.  
 

 

  

https://www.york.org/index.cfm
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Pacific Grove High School 

Pacific Grove, CA 

http://pghigh.pgusd.org/ 

Teacher Karinne W. Gordon 

Student Juliana Heritage 

Student Sterling Halberstadt 

Student Elaine Kim 

 

Searching for Solutions to Reduce Nuclear Risk: An Analysis of Case 

Studies in International Diplomacy 

Over the past 75 years, international diplomacy has been applied to resolve conflicts in 

a variety of contexts, both nuclear and non-nuclear. For our project, we investigated 

diplomatic strategies that worked well—or not—in four case studies of international 

conflict and diplomatic resolution: 1) the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 2) the 

Israel/Palestine Camp David Accords in 1976, 3) the Warsaw Pact vs. NATO Alliance—

why did the Warsaw Pact dissolve, whereas the NATO Alliance remains? and 4) the 

START Treaties between the U.S. and Russia. We then examined how the lessons 

learned from these diplomatic efforts can be applied to address today’s climate of 

increased tensions and concomitant risks associated with the existence of nuclear 

weapons, particularly in North Korea. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://pghigh.pgusd.org/
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Soka Senior High School 

Tokyo, Japan 

http://www.soka.ed.jp/english/tokyo/index.html 

Teacher Masayoshi Ishino 

Student Daiki Mai 

Student  Hiromi Nitaguchi 

 

How Peace Education Contributes to Nuclear Risk Reduction 
     

In our studies, we focused on how we can propose a new role for nuclear weapons in 
the realm of international security. In recent years, weapons such as MOAB, LAWS, 
EMP weapons have been developed, and these weapons have the equivalent power of 
destruction as nuclear weapons. In addition, the U.S. and Russia in particular are 
focusing on modernization (minimization) of nuclear weapons. Movements like this may 
give us a wrong impression that power of nuclear weapons is decreasing, although it is 
not. In our research and analysis of NPR and current nuclear security regime, we finally 
reached the conclusion that there is no other way to deduce the risk of nuclear 
weapons, except for the total abolishment of nuclear weapons. We can say that civil 
society and TPNW have abilities to realize this as we can see from the recent 
achievement of ICAN. From the Japanese standpoint, however, Japanese people are 
not so motivated to demand government to move towards nuclear abolition. We strongly 
felt the need for measures which could get people motivated to realize total nuclear 
abolition through our research. 

Then, we researched how Japan can approach this issue. Having experienced the 

detonation of two nuclear weapons in WWII, Japan is responsible for progressing the 

nuclear prohibition, and almost all Japanese citizens learn this at school (this program is 

called peace education). However, Japan is not active at all in banning nuclear 

weapons on the grounds that it is under the nuclear umbrella. Because Japan is a 

democratic country, it also means that the citizens are not eager of it. How can this 

happen in a country where there is a peace education teaching the inhumanity of 

nuclear weapons? We would like to search the answers, and to suggest the change of 

peace education in all Japanese schools for a breakthrough from this situation. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.soka.ed.jp/english/tokyo/index.html
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School № 41 
Novouralsk, Russia 

Teacher Liubov Shchekaleva 

Student Igor Molvinskikh  

Student Ekaterina Vanchina  

Student Mariia Dudina 

 
Iranian Nuclear Program in the Light of International Turbulence 

 
Several issues regarding the nuclear program of Iran have been rising during the last 40 
years and they are still of current interest today. At a ceremony to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the revolution that transformed Iran into an Islamic republic, President 
Hassan Rouhani said, “We have not — and will not — ask for permission from anybody 
for improving our defensive power. We will continue this path, and I say this clearly to 
the people of Iran, that Iran’s military power in the past 40 years, especially in the recent 
five years, has amazed the entire world.”  
 
Although Iran claims that its nuclear program is exclusively for peaceful purposes, the 
nuclear program has generated considerable concern that Tehran is pursuing a nuclear 
weapons program. The Iran nuclear deal, signed on 14 July 2015 under the formal title 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), marked its third anniversary in a 
gloomy state. United States President Donald J. Trump withdrew the United States from 
the deal. As a result, for a growing number of European decision-makers the deal is 
already dead, while some European policymakers are now focused on saving the deal. 
Actually, it is a global issue and it influences multiple aspects of international law. 
 
What should the world community do in light of the Iranian crisis? Can the 

contradictions about the Iranian nuclear deal be solved in the near future? In our 

presentation we will consider the provisions and issues which are critical and 

controversial about the Iranian nuclear situation in the past, present, and future.  
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Salinas Union High School District  
Salinas, CA 

https://www.salinasuhsd.org/ 

Lead Instructional Coach 
Yo Azama (Salinas Union High School 

District) 

Teacher Mio Nishimura (Alisal HS) 

Teacher  Clayton Frederick (Everett Alvarez HS) 

Teacher  Erica Hashiba (Everett Alvarez HS) 

Teacher  Cameron Chien (North Salinas HS) 

Teacher  Michelle Lupisan (Salinas & North Salinas HS) 

Student Daniel Regalado (Alisal HS) 

Student Jeremy Reyes (Everett Alvarez HS) 

Student Alexia Magdaleno (North Salinas HS) 

Student  Antonio Magdaleno (North Salinas HS) 

Student  Mark Zarate (Salinas HS) 
 

Building Empathy Through Cultural Education 
 

Nuclear proliferation is a serious issue which threatens the well-being of everyone. 
However, many Americans are only vaguely aware of these dangers. Our current school 
system fails to educate students on modern-day global issues. As a result, many students 
are apathetic toward pressing issues such as nuclear proliferation. Part of the issue is that 
students get a one-sided view of history. Many times, the views and opinions on a certain 
event vary drastically from nation to nation. The knowledge and awareness that could be 
gained by learning about foreign perspectives on historical events is substantial.  
 
As students in the Salinas Union High School District Japanese program, we have learned 
in depth about Japanese culture which has provided us with a deeper understanding of how 
they see the same issues from a different perspective. Whereas before a crisis facing a 
foreign country such as Japan may have only mildly caught our attention, it now causes us 
to reflect on if, and how, we can help. The apathy that we had when learning about 
historical battles and events is instead replaced by empathy. Shifting the mindset from an 
us-versus-them mentality, to seeing everyone as human, will help people see past the 
motives of one nation or group and understand an issue more holistically.  
 
We believe there should be an elective class which covers history from WWII on, from the 
perspectives of different foreign countries. This class would teach students about the culture 
in each country and how it influenced their reactions to different events and how it influenced 
their choices though history. In this way, the damage or intent, which may have otherwise 
been overlooked in a traditional history class, is now highlighted. With the cultural aspect of 
the class, students would gain a more intimate understanding of historical events and thereby 
empathize more with each country’s burden.  

https://www.salinasuhsd.org/
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Punahou High School 

Honolulu, HI 

https://www.punahou.edu/ 

Teacher Jessie Lathrop  

Student Diego Eann 

Student Amelia Weintraub 

 

Possibility of a Non-Nuclear Future 
 

Around the world, the issue of addressing our nuclear future is an ever more pressing 

one, something all of us in Hawaii were reminded of not long ago. With the stagnation 

and/or failure of progress in nuclear agreements worldwide, how we move forward in 

this issue is incredibly important. Our presentation breaks this down into three main 

parts: looking at the past events that shape our present nuclear climate, the situation as 

it stands with the world’s nuclear powers, and our efforts to push the US and others 

towards a more sustainable nuclear future by leveraging our available resources on a 

local level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.punahou.edu/
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Keynote Speaker 

 

Dr. Jeffrey Lewis  

Director, East Asia Nonproliferation Project (EANP)  

 

Dr. Jeffrey Lewis is the director of the East Asia 

Nonproliferation Program at CNS. Before coming 

to CNS, he was the director of the Nuclear 

Strategy and Nonproliferation Initiative at the New 

America Foundation. Prior to that, he was 

executive director of the Managing the Atom 

Project at the Belfer Center for Science and 

International Affairs, executive director of the 

Association of Professional Schools of 

International Affairs, a visiting fellow at the Center 

for Strategic and International Studies, and a desk officer in the Office of the 

Undersecretary of Defense for Policy.  

 

At the Middlebury Institute, He teaches courses on arms control issues in Northeast 

Asia and Chinese nuclear policy. The work of his team was recently covered in The 

New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and VICE. He is the author of Minimum 

Means of Reprisal: China's Search for Security in the Nuclear Age (MIT Press, 2007), 

Paper Tigers: China’s Nuclear Posture (IISS, 2014), and The 2020 Commission on the 

North Korean Nuclear Attacks Against the United States (Mariner Books, 2018). He is a 

regular columnist for Foreign Policy, and has published articles in Foreign Affairs, the 

Washington Post, and The New York Times. He is the founder of 

ArmsControlWonk.com, the leading blog and podcast on disarmament, arms control 

and nonproliferation.  

 
Source: https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/people/jeffrey-lewis 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/people/jeffrey-lewis
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Hiroshima Jogakuin Senior High School 

Hiroshima, Japan 

http://www.hjs.ed.jp/  

Teacher Gerald O'Sullivan 

Student Rio Nakano 

Student Ellen Byrd 

 
Be an Investor in Our Nuclear Free World  

 
Due to the deterioration of multilateral relationships and the repeal of the INF treaty, 

nuclear risks, such as the increase of the number or possible use of nuclear weapons is 

increasing. We reached the conclusion that all nuclear risk is attributed to the mere 

existence of nuclear weapons. In modern society there are too many nuclear weapons. 

We are concerned with the increase in the number, and strongly suggest the whole 

world should pay more attention to these risks.  

 

In order to reduce these risks, we would like to propose an original idea in this 

presentation. We believe that international cooperation is essential for nuclear 

disarmament. We will mainly focus on this point and come up with our own idea. We 

believe that there is a special meaning for our young generation to unite and actively 

transmit innovative ideas. As high school students from Hiroshima, we accept the 

responsibility of participating in this forum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.hjs.ed.jp/
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Kaisei High School (Remote Participant) 

Tokyo, Japan 

http://kaiseigakuen.jp/en/index.htm 

Teacher Kinya Yamazaki 

Student Ryotaro Homma 

Student Suzuki Katsutaka 

 

Bridging the Two Ends of the Nuclear Spectrum 
 

Hi, we are Ryotaro Homma and Katsutaka Suzuki from Kaisei High School, Tokyo. 
Regrettably, circumstances have prevented us from joining you physically. However, we 
do want you to enjoy our presentation via Zoom. 
 
We will start with explanations of some notable and important past treaties to 
understand the current situation of nuclear weapons precisely. After that, we will 
introduce you to some inspiring messages by a Hibakusha and a successor, along with 
information and factual problems to be solved, explained by experts in Nagasaki 
University Research Center for Nuclear Weapons Abolition. 
 
And finally, we will show you our proposal to realize international peace. Our idea is 
mainly based on position of civil society. I hope that our presentation will leave you 
thinking about the genuine role of citizens in nuclear disarmament. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://kaiseigakuen.jp/en/index.htm
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Rock University High School 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

http://www.janesville.k12.wi.us/  
Teacher Erin Jensen 

Student James Anderson 

Student Nick Jacobus 
 

Dialogue for Risk Prevention: Deliberating to Solve the Nuclear 
Weapons Crisis 

 
In the modern political climate, the topic of denuclearization has been on the minds of 
many people. This is due to nuclear weapons being either obtained by new powers or 
the updating of current nuclear weapons. Leaving us with a choice: How do we slow 
down or eliminate nuclear proliferation while and at the same time keep the nuclear 
powers happy? In order to bring the issue to light and to educate people about the 
issue, we decided to research and identify three solutions to the issue of nuclear 
weapons and risk prevention. With this research, our deliberation guide was created. 
The deliberation guide breaks down the issue and solutions and allows for groups to 
analyze and determine what solution is the strongest.  

We hosted a deliberation within our school. The main question posed was: how do we 
manage and limit the risk of nuclear weapons in today’s turbulent world? Three options 
were given for those involved: create and implement a nuclear curriculum for schools, 
support mutually assured destruction/security, or ratify and improve the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Each option was analyzed by the group. In the end, 
the group determined what solution, or combination of solutions, was the strongest. The 
group was then surveyed about how they thought the deliberation went and the 
importance of discussing issues. They were also asked to assess their opinions about it.  
We believe, deliberations or conversations like this will educate others on the topic of 
nuclear proliferation, allowing them to make more informed decisions on nuclear risk 
prevention in the world.  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.janesville.k12.wi.us/
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Lyceum 
Lesnoy, Russia 

Teacher Elena Rusakova 

Student Varvara Bublik 

Student Kristina Makoveeva 
 

Pathways to Global Nuclear Crisis Prevention 
 

If you ask us a question: “What is life for you?”, the answer will be quite simple: “It is 
love, health, family and happiness with children’s smiles”. Life is impossible without 
peace! War is destructive and devastating with massive casualties, sufferings and 
deaths. What is it for? Humanity should understand that the horrors experienced by the 
people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki more than 70 years ago can never be repeated! 
Never! 
 
The world that we find ourselves in today makes the discussion of the risks posed by 
nuclear weapons all the more necessary. During the past seventy years, the use of 
nuclear weapons was considered several times. Our participation in the project will give 
us a unique chance to share opinions on the issue of nuclear risk reduction in a time of 
international turbulence, to build friendships that will contribute to a better understanding 
across cultures.  
 
William Perry, the former Secretary of Defense of the USA, points out the fact that the 
danger of some sort of a nuclear catastrophe is greater than it was during the Cold War. 
Unfortunately, a lot of people are unaware of this danger. Although the post-Cold War 
era saw a rapid decrease in the size of nuclear arsenals, our world has seen a recent 
increase in nuclear tensions. Not only have the United States and North Korea 
exchanged inflammatory rhetoric, but Russian and American leaders have increasingly 
emphasized the importance of nuclear forces to their own national security. Other 
regions in the world, including the Middle East and East Asia, also continue to pose 
nuclear threats.  
 
Despite the increasing risks of nuclear weapons use, we are optimistic that peace in the 
world can be achieved! We have found our own solutions for how the global community 
can solve the current nuclear crisis, and how our study can enhance efforts towards 
peace and security for a world free of nuclear weapons. 
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Alliance Dr. Olga Mohan High School 

Los Angeles, CA 

http://www.mohanhs.org/  

Teacher Kevin Burke  

Student Fatima Martinez  

Student Luis Corril  

 
The Crisis in Kashmir: Envisioning Pathways toward De-Escalation 

 
On February 27, 2019, people across the world looked toward Hanoi, Vietnam, as US 

President Donald Trump and North Korean Chairman Kim Jong Un met to negotiate on 

North Korea’s nuclear weapons program. Yet that very day, across the Asian continent, 

a conflict even more pressing was escalating quickly; India and Pakistan had resumed 

active military engagement over the disputed territory of Kashmir. This conflict has 

dominated Indian-Pakistani relations for decades, but rarely has it escalated this 

intensely since the two became nuclear powers.  

  

Our presentation will examine the decades-long Kashmiri conflict and its impact on the 

future of the Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty. We will first trace the development of the 

Kashmiri conflict, from the initial partition of India through today’s crisis, and then draw 

comparisons between current Indian-Pakistani relations and those of the US and USSR 

throughout the Cold War. While acknowledging that these parallels show the great 

danger posed by the Kashmiri conflict, we will conclude by emphasizing how they can 

likewise be used to craft a path toward de-escalation of the current crisis. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

http://www.mohanhs.org/
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Kwassui High School 

Nagasaki, Japan 

http://www.kwassui.ac.jp/chuko/ 

Teacher Toshiro Kusano 

Teacher Sheba Hurt 

Student Ayana Tsujigo 

Student Yuri Funamoto 

Student Suzuyo Mori 

Student Mio Honda 

Student  Rena Nakashima 

 
What We Must Do Now 

 
The nuclear arms race between the superpowers is becoming more intense these days. 

Other nuclear weapon states also have conflicts. The crisis in nuclear weapon use has 

been escalating recently. The nuclear deterrence theory is based on the belief that 

nuclear weapons will never be used. However, nuclear weapons might be used in the 

accidental use or in an attack by terrorists. Most of the superpowers seem like they 

cannot imagine the results of a nuclear detonation. We can work for a peaceful 

resolution by nonmilitary means such as the Ban Treaty, appealing media and 

education, and citizens raising their voices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.kwassui.ac.jp/chuko/
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Choate Rosemary Hall 

Wallingford, Connecticut 

http://www.choate.edu/ 

Teacher James Davidson 

Student Ian Mentz 

Student Raddin Ivanov 

 
Today’s Risks and What We Can Do About Them 

 
The world that we find ourselves in today is more uncertain than ever. The need for us to 

discuss the risks posed by nuclear weapons is even more critical.  The increasingly self-

serving and nationalist approach of the current leadership of the United States and Russia 

makes any proposal to reduce – let alone eliminate – nuclear weapons seem naïve.  

Despite that, we feel it is up to sane citizens everywhere to inform our fellow citizens of the 

unnecessary and horrific risk that the presence of nuclear weapons represents and demand 

substantive change.  The risk of continued inaction is too great.  

 

Our multi- part proposal rests on the renewal of existing international disarmament treaties 

– especially the ratification of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons by 

the US Congress.  There is a critical role to be played by current non-nuclear weapons 

states, as they represent a majority of the world’s people and they have taken the lead with 

the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones and the 2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons.  In addition, countries that do not have weapons, but have protection 

treaties with nuclear weapons states, must make it clear that the nuclear umbrella does not 

really protect them and that they too would like change.  An umbrella does not mean it won’t 

rain.  The big step, however, must be taken by the United States.  We will propose a 

unilateral action to reduce its nuclear arsenal and halt its weapons’ modernization program.  

We recommend that the United States – as the nation other nations look to for moral 

leadership – again take this role seriously.  We will present some of the UN Millennium 

Development Goals as targets for the redirection of the funds currently earmarked for 

nuclear modernization. To fund the development of the technology needed to solve critical 

world problems such as desalinization to ensure that there is fresh water for all and 

alternative energies to stimulate economic growth and reduce our carbon footprint would be 

the kind of leadership the world needs.  Addressing these and other related concerns 

would, in our opinion, do more for world peace and security than any nuclear arsenal.  We 

do not need to “Make America Nuclear Again,” we need to make humanity safe. 

  

http://www.choate.edu/
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Middlebury institute of International Studies 

James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Research 

Student Panelists 

 

“You are the Future: Nonproliferation and Disarmament Education” 

 

Cameron Henderson 

M.A. Candidate 2020, Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies 

I graduated from the University of Georgia with degrees in International Affairs and 

Political Science. While attending UGA, I got the privilege of being a Security Leadership 

Scholar at the Center for International Trade and Security (CITS). Throughout high school 

and college, I was involved in competitive policy debate as a participant at the University 

of Georgia and as an educator at Marist School in Atlanta. From my very first debate topic 

I was incredibly interested in nuclear weapons, deterrence theories, and disarmament. 

However, it wasn’t until my fellowship at CITS that I learned of the career opportunities in 

this field.  

After CITS, I had the opportunity to intern at the Center for Nonproliferation Studies as an 

undergraduate student which greatly expanded my knowledge of issues relating to 

nonproliferation. This has also evolved into me pursuing a degree here at the Middlebury 

Institute of International Studies. While pursuing my degree, I am working at the Center 

for Nonproliferation Studies as a Graduate Research Assistant. Specifically, I work for the 

Export Control and Nonproliferation Program where I focus on emerging technologies, 

such as 3D-Printing and their proliferation risks and challenges. Also while at MIIS, I got 

to Chair a semester long simulation of the 2019 NPT Preparatory Committee, an event 

which I’ll be attending this May in New York.   

 

Amber Morgan  

M.A. Candidate 2019, Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies 

I graduated from the University of Georgia with bachelor’s degrees in International 

Affairs and Political Science, with a focus on security studies and a minor in Spanish.  

At the University of Georgia, I was a Security Leadership Scholar at the Center for 

International Trade and Security (CITS) and a Vinson Fellow at the Carl Vinson Institute 

of Government’s International Center. Though I knew I was interested in an international 

career, it wasn’t until I began my work with CITS that I found my passion for 

nonproliferation and arms control work.  At CITS I had the opportunity to contribute to 

the Security and Strategic Trade Management Academy, a capacity building program 
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which hosted officials from over 30 countries to train in nuclear nonproliferation, export 

controls, and international security. After having such a positive experience working on 

nonproliferation issues at CITS, I decided to come to MIIS to pursue a master’s in 

Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies.   

Since graduating from the University of Georgia, I have worked on nonproliferation and 

arms control issues at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, the U.S. 

Mission to International Organizations in Vienna, the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA), and here in Monterey at the Center for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS). 

Here at CNS, I work with the Export Control and Nonproliferation Program, where I 

support research on export controls, illicit trafficking, and nonproliferation-related 

sanctions.  

In addition to my professional work, I am an active member of the MIIS chapter of the 

Institute for Nuclear Materials Management, where we try to build understanding and 

partnerships between technical and policy professionals in the field. I have also had the 

opportunity to participate in the National Nuclear Security Administration sponsored 

Japan Nuclear Facilities Experience, where I toured advanced nuclear facilities across 

Japan to learn about safeguards and nuclear security at these facilities. In addition to 

our touring of nuclear facilities, we had the opportunity to visit the Hiroshima memorial 

and meet a Hibakusha (a survivor of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima). Meeting a 

Hibakusha for the first time was a powerful experience that put into perspective for me 

the human aspect of the nuclear weapons and policies that I spend my days studying.   

In June of this year, I will begin working as a Fellow in the Office of Nonproliferation and 

Arms Control at the National Nuclear Security Administration, where I will work on nuclear 

safeguards, export controls, and arms control issues. 

 
Jaewon Oh 

M.A. Candidate 2020, Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies 

I graduated from Middlebury College with a major in International and Global Studies, 

specifically focusing on Political Science, Western Europe, and French, and with a 

German minor. As an undergraduate student, I interned for a local House representative, 

a European NGO in Paris, and the Department of Homeland Security. Nonproliferation 

was my favorite unit in my International Politics course, and I almost applied to the 

Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies program at the Middlebury Institute of 

International Studies straight out of my undergraduate studies. However, I opted to work 

first—in children’s publishing, which had been my dream job for a long time. I worked in 

the editorial department at Scholastic Book Clubs in New York for a little over two years, 

and totally loved it. 
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It wasn’t until the dialogue with North Korea was getting more tense in the fall of 2017 

that I started to remember NPTS. As a Korean-American, I felt like it was an important 

time to learn more about nonproliferation, and I hoped that, while moving away from an 

industry I loved, I could still make a difference. I am now a second-semester NPTS 

student, as well as a Pickering Fellow sponsored by the US Department of State. This 

summer, I will be interning at the Office of Russian Affairs at the Department of State in 

Washington, DC, where I hope to focus on nonproliferation and cyber issues.  At MIIS, I 

work at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies as a member of the team 

responsible for producing content for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, specifically focusing 

on the CNS Global Incidents and Trafficking Database. This semester, I am Treasurer of 

the MIIS chapter of the Institute of Nuclear Materials Management and President of the 

Cybersecurity Student Working Group. I will also be participating in the joint US-Russia 

“Track 2.5” event at the 2019 Preparatory Committee in New York this May. 
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Keynote Speaker 

 

Dr. Mona Dreicer 

Deputy Director, Center for Global Security Research at Lawrence 

Livermore National Laboratory 

 

Dr. Mona Dreicer is the Deputy Director of the Center for Global 

Security Research at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. 

Since joining LLNL in 2003, she has focused on the Laboratory's 

nonproliferation programs, including international material 

protection and threat reduction, verification and safeguards 

technology, nonproliferation regimes and policy analysis, and 

international engagement. Prior to joining LLNL, Dreicer served 

as Director of the Office of Nuclear Affairs at the U.S. 

Department of State, where she was involved in assessing 

compliance with nuclear arms control treaties and worked to 

ensure effective verification of nonproliferation agreements and U.S.-Russia nuclear 

materials programs. Over the past 30 years, Dreicer has worked in nuclear-related areas 

of international security, dose reconstruction, consequence management, environmental 

risk assessment and protection, and nuclear reactor safety for the U.S. government (Arms 

Control and Disarmament Agency, State Department), three U.S. national laboratories, 

(Los Alamos National Laboratory, LLNL, and the Environmental Measurements 

Laboratory), the International Atomic Energy Agency's Department of Nuclear Safety, and 

a French nonprofit research organization (Centre d'etude sur l'Evaluation de la Protection 

dans le domaine Nucleaire, or CEPN). Dreicer holds a Doctorate en Energetique from 

l'Ecole Nationale Superiere des Mines de Paris (School of Mines of Paris), Centre 

d'Energetique (Center of Energy Studies), Paris, France. 

 
Source: https://cgsr.llnl.gov/experts/fellows/mona-dreicer  
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Distinguished Guests 
 

Mr. Tomochika Uyama 
Consul General of Japan in San Francisco 

 

Consul General Tomochika Uyama began his career with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of Japan in 1986 and has been involved in the diplomatic service for over 30 years. His 

assignments overseas have included postings in Egypt, the Philippines, the Republic of 

Korea, and the Permanent Mission of Japan to the International Organizations in 

Geneva. His domestic assignments in Tokyo have included positions at the Economic 

Affairs Bureau, Latin American and Caribbean Affairs Bureau, and in the Ministry of 

International Trade and Industry. 

Source: https://www.sf.us.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/about_us.html 

 

Mr. Michiru Nishida 
Special Advisor for Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 

Policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
Embassy of Japan in the United States 

 

Mr. Michiru Nishida is Special Advisor for Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-

Proliferation Policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA) since 2007. He is 

currently serving in the Embassy of Japan since October 2016, covering arms control, 

disarmament, non-proliferation and space security issues. Since July 2011 till 2016, he 

was Head of Disarmament Team and Deputy Director of the Arms Control and 

Disarmament Division as well as Space Policy Division. He served from 2006 till 2011 in 

the Delegation of Japan to the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, in charge of 

nuclear issues as well as space security issues.  

Before being posted to Geneva, Mr. Nishida served as Head of the Export Control 

Team of the Nonproliferation, Science and Nuclear Energy Division of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, in charge of NPT, IAEA, MNA (Multilateral Nuclear Approaches to the 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle), PSI (Proliferation Security Initiative), SUA amendment, etc. He 

was a member of the Japanese delegation to the Six-Party Talks in 2005 on the 

occasion of agreement on the Joint Statement.  

In 1999, Mr. Nishida graduated from the Monterey Institute of International Studies, 
dispatched by MOFA to study nonproliferation issues, and earned an M.A. in 
International Policy Studies with a Certificate in Nonproliferation Studies. He then 
served as Head of the Political Section of the Consulate-General of Japan to Karachi, 
Pakistan. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate of Hitotsubashi University.   

https://www.sf.us.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/about_us.html
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