


What is Whisper? 
“You are who you are 
when no one is 
looking” 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjvXvi0rwm
c 

    



Why does anonymity matter? 

0 Social networks, like Facebook 
and Twitter and LinkedIn all 
serve their own purposes to 
connect with others. 

 

0 Most people do not or are not 
able to communicate freely on 
these sites because of fear of 
the repercussions that might 
result.  



The need for online privacy 

Facebook usage  
Whisper application 

usage 

0 “Facebook is more 
like a global social 
network; it’s like our 
communication layer 
to the world. It’s no 
longer an outlet to 
share personal 
thoughts.” 
-Anthony Rotolo, 
professor at Syracuse 
Univeristy  

0 “Whisper appeals to 
people because it 
taps into this 
increasing awareness 
of your digital 
footprint and that 
everything you post 
online can be traced 
to you.” 

-CEO Michael 
Heyward 



Why privacy matters online? 

0 http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Fu1C-
oBdsMM 

 

0 http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=H_pqhMO3Z
SY 
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Whisper message  

0 Whisper is known as "the 
anti-Facebook.” 

0  Whisper has become 
popular on college 
campuses; as of the end of 
last year, Whisper has 
reported to have reached 3 
billion viewers. 

0  The manner in which 
messages are sent and 
received is evolving even 
more than before.  



Social impact  

0 Many users seek 
relationships and advice 
as well as to share 
secrets.  

0 People are craving more 
authenticity and really 
want to feel more 
connected to people. 

 

 

 

 

0 Whisper project—Your 
Voice:  

0 http://www.your-
voice.org/  
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Implications  
0 Whisper’s anonymity 

allows users to be 
whoever they want to be 

 

0  On a global scale, it 
allows users to enter the 
minds of users from all 
over the world and 
share their deepest 
secrets without fear of 
rejection.  

 



Consequences  



Discussion  

0 Do you think this way of 
communication on social 
media will change Facebook 
privacy policies?  

0 Would you be comfortable 
sharing your deepest secrets or 
thoughts with people who you 
do not know? What are the 
dangers of communicating 
with strangers?  

0 Do you think Whisper is 
creating an environment where 
people are able to connect on a 
deeper level than on traditional 
forms of social media?  

 
 


